and photonics can play a substantial role in this rapidly growing field.
This special section contains a wide sampling of papers from many aspects of this field. This includes optical sensors, 3-D imaging, remote sensing, encryption techniques, biometric systems, secure bar codes, object recognition, and papers on fabrication, testing, and evaluation of actual verification and authentication systems. We hope the readers will be inspired by these articles to try and adapt their own areas of technical competency to this important field.
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